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To the Society that ſupports 
the Lord's-Day Morning 


Lecture at little St. Hel- 


„ 


RO M the time that I re. 
== cciv'd and complyd with 
Jour Deſire, to undertake 

| WA this Service; which has been 
ebe Province of ſome others 
mem already, and I hope will be 


| of many more: I reſolwd to accommodate 
| my ſelf as near as I could, ta the general 


? 


deſign of this Exerciſe. 


F own, the Day you fo happily made 
choice of for this aAnnrverſary Meeting; 
might have led my Thoughts another 177 

e ee or” 


— — Y * 5 


The DE DIC ATITLO N. 
but I choſe rather to ſuit the Diſcourſe 


io the Occaſion, than to the Time, that 
the Society and the Sermon might agree 


in their Deſign. Ihe I do not know 


that there was in this manner, ſuch g 
regard had to that Day in any other Pla. 
ces; yet I believe, there are none amon 

us, but think this a juſt reſpect paid by you, | 
| to a Day remarkable for its giving Birth 
to Prince, whom God by a wonderful 


Series of Providence, hath now advan} 


to the Throne of theſe 1 N and in 
2 


whoſe eAcceſſion to it, we 


d ſo univerſal) 


ud ſo heartily Rejoyce, Perhaps the Plea- 


fare we always took in it, may be one 


Cauſe of thoſe Inſults that have been offer 
fo our Perſons and Places of Religious 


[Vorſhip, by ſome who pay that reſpett to 


the Dead, which they deny to the Li. 


 ving, Did we ſhew leſs ſatisfation in 


this, I believe others would not have (6 
much Indignation againſt us. This ande- 
ſerwd, and therefore provoking Treatment, 
I fear may cauſe too warm Reſentments 


| in the Breaſts of” Innocent Sufferers ; 19 


ſoften which ] would recommend the Ex. 
ample of the meek and humble Jeſus, who 
when he was reviled, reviled not again, 


when he ſuffered, threatened not, e 
when he „ th 15 
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The DEDiCATiON:.! 


hs commanded us, That if our Enemies 
Curſe, as their Mouths are full of Cur- 
ſing, we ſhould Bleſs, and Pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe us; herein we ſball 
approve our ſelves ( whatever we are cal- 
ed by others ) the Children of our Father 
which is in Heaven. Ihen may we com- 
mit our Cauſe to him that judgeth Righ- 
teouſly, in confidence he will bring forth 
our Righteouſneſs as Brightneſs, and our 
Salvation as a Lamp that burneth. Thus 
ding, We keep a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence towards Man. | 


* 


What is your Duty to God, I have en- 
deavourd to ſet before you in the follows- 


ing Diſcourſe, which I now offer to your 

peruſal, with ſome little Enlargement. 
The diſtance of Time between the Prea- 

| 1 70 and Publifhing of it, may be thought 
by fo 


me to need an eApology : But ] ſhall 


ſave my ſelf aud you that Trouble, To 


jou I am willing to hope it will be ac- 
ceptable ; and ſhall rejoyce in nothing more, 
than its being bleſœd for the encouraging 
| your deſign, and provoking others to aſſiſt 


| you in it. 
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vii The DE DICATHON. 

F any ſhowd hereby be inſpird with 4 
Pf for Cue . brought 
more heartily to approve his Worſhip, If 
from hence they come to be more 22 in 
their Reſolutiont for God and his Service, 
J have my aim; and that it may be ſq, 
tet what comes forth at oy Requeſt; be 


— 2 — — CCC PPP — 8 


accompanied with your Prayers, as it ſhall 
be with thoſe of, n 


LJour affectionate Friend, 


and Servant, 


M. CLARKE: 


Zeal for God's Houſe, ex- 
preſs'd in a Holy Refo- 


lution not to forſake it. 


ad... tat. », 2 ” ESD — I 71 8 2 
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NEHEM. X. 39. 


And we will not forſuke the Houſe 
:: oC cod 


s Book carries on the Few-. 
ii Hiſtory after the return of 
bat People into their own 
and, from a ſeventy Years 
RIS Captivity in Babylon; and. a- 
| mong other things, relates the 
ſeveral Grievances, of which 
lain'd, and the groſs Corrup- 


2 . 


miah, their excellent Governour, of whom their 
own Hiſtorian gives this Character, * Tha |, 


Its very probable by the Influence and Authority Ml . 


their Welfare) a Day of ſolemn Faſting and 


. reſolve uporr a thoro Reformation for the time 


of the reſt, ſet their Hands and Seals to it, and 


the Names of the Perſons that ſubſcrib'd and 
ſeald this Covenant, together with the Tenour 


Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſ#d in 2 - 


was 4 Man born to Juſtice and Virtue ;, and toward; | 
his Country and People moſt affettionate and beneficey, The 


of this great Man, (who in all things fought 


Prayer was appointed, to recognize the Mercies 
of God; to confeſs their own Sins, to humble 
themſelves for what had been or was amiſs, and 


to coine. Accordingly they enter into Covenant 
with God and one another ; to the Performance 
of which, they bind themſelves by the moſt ſacred 


oblige 

Ties and Engagements; for they agree to write MW putic 
it down that they might have recourſe to it up- ¶ conch 
on all occaſions, and it might be a Witnek WM ye wil 
againſt em if ever they ſhould act contrary to it. I ſn 


- Having done this, ſeveral of em in tlie Name I late t 
all of em confirmed it with an Oath and a Curſe 
This Chapter is wholy employ'd in telling us 


God 

of it in general, and the particular Articles, to WW T 
the Performance of which they obligd them. at 5 
Jelves. OE hun 
Ik) TheSubſcribers of this Covenant and they that at le 
ſeabd it, were Nehemiah the Tirſhatha, with WW Me: 
many others, whoſe Names are particularly W Gio: 
mentioned, and make a noble Figure in this Hi- WW 7 
ſtory: with theſe concurred the reſt of the Peo- at) 
A | : | | pat 
— —— ane 
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Ple; 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſake it. 


ers, and all that had ſeperated themſelves from 
the People of the Land to the Law of their God.. 
The Articles of this Covenant ſhew that they 
laid no other Burthen upon themſelves than 
thoſe neceſlary things to which they were alrea- 
dy obliged by all the Ties of Intereſt, Duty and 
Gratitnde : That they would be zealous and 
active in their Endeavours to revive decay'd 
Religion, and reform all Abuſes; that they would 
walk in God's Law, and do his Commandments: 
Ina Word, they covenant againft the Sins they 
had formerly liv'd in the Commiſſion of, and 
oblige themſelves to the Performance of thoſe 


Duties they had heretofore too much neglected, 


concluding all with this pious Reſolution, Ard 
we will ngt forſake the Houſe of our God. 


I ſhall briefly conſider theſe Words as they re- 
late to the Jews at that time, and then ſhew how . 


ſerviceable they may be to our preſent Deſign. 


As they ſtand in this Hiſtory, They are a de- 
vout and Holy Reſolution never to forſake the 
Houſe which was then built for the worſhip of 


S 


3 


pie; the Prieſts and Levites, Porters and Sing-. 28. 


The Houſe of God was once the Tabernacle Joſk. 18. 1. 


and bleſs his People, to manifeſt his Glory, and 


make his Abode. This Houſe they had ſeen in 


Ruins, being burnt down to the Ground by the 


B 2 _ Ring 


at Shiloh, where the Ark continued about Three 

hundred and twenty five Years. This Houſe God | 
at length forſook, even the Tent which he placed among Pſal. 78, 
Men, delivering his Strength into Captivity, and his . 
| Glory into the Enemies Hands. 5 | 
| After this, the Houſe of God was:the Temple 

| atJeruſalem; To this Houſe, God confin'd a great 
part of his Worſhip ; here he promiſed to meet 


O, 61. 


4 


Teal for God's Houſe, expreſid in. 


o Chron, King of the Chaldees. Then the Ways of Zi 
36, 19. mourw'd ; for none came to the ſolemn Feaſts ; her 


Adverſaries ſaw it, and mock'd at her Sabbaths ;, yea 
the Lord covered the Daughter of Zion with 4 Cloud 
in his Anger; and caſt down 7. rom Heaven to the 
Earth the beauty of Iſrael, and remembred not his 
7 in the day of his Anger. For he was ſore- 
iy diſpleas'd with his People, and had Indignati- 
on againſt Jeruſalem Threeſcore and ten Years; 


But he was zom become jealous for Zion with a 


great Jealouſy, and was return'd to Jeruſalem 
with Mercy, and gather'd thoſe that had been 
ſorrowful for the ſolemn aſſembly, to whom the 


reproach of it had been a burden. 


The poor Captives being returin'd to Jeruſalem 
with licenſe to build God's Houſe, and a full li- 
berty to attend his worſhip, they now reſvlye ne- 
ver to forſake it. The Senſe of which Reſolution 


may be given in this ſhort Paraphraſe. We do 
here ſolemnly covenant with God and one an- 
*other, That we will never be guilty of Idolatry, 
fas we and our Fathers have been; That we 
will no more forſake the Temple, for any high 
places that had been built and frequented here- 
© tofore ; So far from this, we will not fail as 


*we have Opportunity to frequent this place 
but conſtantly attend upon the worſhip of God 
in it; and not only fo, but we further 
* oblige our ſelves to provide all things neceſſa- 
* ry for theService and Worſhip to be perform'd 
© therein. Such a Zeal then inſpired their Souls 

for the Houſe of God. PETE GE 


" Having taken this View of the Words as they 


relate to the Jews, I ſhall now conſider then :s 
inſtructive to us, and ſhew, 1.. That it's a Rc 


» "No 


$273 pcs N „ by * x _ \ : 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſake it. 9 
not to forſake the Houſe of their God. 2dly, That : 
its not only lawful, but may be uſeful, and of 
great ad vantage in diſtinct Societies to oblige 
and engage our ſelves hereunto. And then, 
zdly, Offer Reaſons both for making this Reſo- 
lation, and then obliging our ſelves to make it 
good. From this Inſtance before us we may 
gather. „„ 

Firſt, That it's 4 Reſolution worthy of and well bo- 
coming Chriſtians themſelves, not to forſake the Houſe 
of their God. The ſame zeal and affection which 
this People expreſsd to the Temple, ſnou'd be 
manifeſted by us to the Church and Ordinances 
of Chriſt : That Houſe was the material Temple 
at Jeruſalem, the Centre of their Unity; the 
place whither the Tribes were to reſort, and 
where all their Males of Competent Years were 
hound at certain Times and Seaſons to appear. 

Under the Goſpel there is no ſuch Houſe un- 
to which all are obliged to repair; and any parts 
of divine Worſhip are confined. But there is fre- 
quent mention of that in the new Teſtament '_ 
under the Metaphor of an Houſe we alluſion ' 
no doubt unto the Temple) which it ſhould be 
our Reſolution alſo never to forſake. This is not 

a material building, as the Temple was, made by 
Mens Hands, of Wood and Stones, of Silver and 
| Gold, and Cedar work; but a miſtical Building, 
| 2 Spiritual Houſe, whoſe Maker is the living 
| God, and whoſe Materials are living Stones: 
| whoſe Houſe are Ie : g. d. 1 have been ſpeaking , 
| ofa Houſe, in which Chriit was faithful as a Son ; 6. 
and will now ſtrip the Words of their Metaphor, 
and tell you in plainer Terms, by this Houſe I. 
mean the Church of God, as its compoſed of the 
Faithful in all Ages and Places of the World; 

X 9 Ha | , | com- 


Ter. 2,11 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Heb. 3. 6. 


Prophet challenges his People to produce a ſingle 


great a Veneration for their Gods, tos high an 

their Glory for that which did not profit. They t 
the People that had done it. 
Nov it's this Defection from the true God 


againſt in the Reſolution of the Text. And a- 


not forſake him nor deal falſly in his Covenant; 


Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſs?d in 
comprehending his Worſhip and Ordinances 
with all the Concerns of his Kingdom, and Inte: 
reſt among Men. This is that Houſe which we 
ſhou'd refolve never to forſake. There is doubtlek 
much more intended than is expreſſed in ſuch 
FormsofSpeech, and in its full extent, this Reſolu- 
tion comprehends the three following particulars, 

_ 1ſt, That we will never caſt off the Profeſſion of ou; 
Faith, nor make a Defection from the Truths and 
Ways of the Goſpel for any Cauſe and upon any Account 
whatſoever : Its ſo rare a thing for a Nation to 
change their Gods (tho? really no Gods) that the 


Inſtance of its being ever done, Hath a Natio 
changed their Gods? Tell, it you can,when and where 
it was once done! Where is the Nation among | 
the Heathens that ever did it? They have too 


Opinion of em ever to changę em: But to the 
everlaſting Reproach of Iſracl, They had 1 
at 


were the only People under Heaven who had no 
Cauſe to change their God, were of all others 


and his Worſhip, which this People covenanted 


greeably to this, we alſo ſhould reſolve again# 
all Defection from the true God; that we will 


that we will neyer apoſtatiſe from the Com- 

mands and Inſtitutions of the bleſſed Jeſus, bnt 

cleave to the Lord with full purpoſe of Heart, 

Sc. Fhis we muſt do if we will approve our 

ſelves indeed the Houſe of God; For his Houſe, 

ſays the Apoſtle, are we, if we hold fast the Con- : 
* Oc fidence 


a Holy Reſolutiay not to forſake it. 


fence and rejoycing of Hope firm to the End, if we 


do not only make an open Profefſion of the 
Truth for a time, butare ſted faſt and unmoveable 
in it to the end, it then appears that we are in- 
deed living Stones in God's Spiritual Temple. 


Adly, That we will not neglef} the Ordinances 


of Divine Worſhip, nor be wanting in our Attendance 
on them, whenever we are called and have the Oppor- 
tunity of appearing before God in his Houſe. Thus 
much is contained in this Reſolution of theſe 


devout and reforming]Jews; they would be fo far 


from making a defection from the trueGod, that 
they oblige themſelves to frequent his Temple, 


and reſolve they will not, thro” Sloth or Covet- 


ouſneſs, much lefs thro' Prophaneſs and Con- 


tempt of Sacred Inſtitutions, diſuſe the Houſe 
and Worſhip of God, but conſtantly appear in 


the Temple at the ſtated times of Worſhip. 
And the ſame ſhould be our Reſolution with 
reſpe& to the Houſe and Worſhip of God under 
the Goſpel ; we certainly are under no leſs Obli- 
gations to frequent Chriſtian Aſſemblies and 


keep up publick Worſhip than they were; we 


ſtand in as much need of theſe Helps and Advan- 
vantages as they did. Concerning this, let the 
ollowing Particulars be obſerved | 


1ſt, Jeſus Chriſt as Lord of his owa Houſe, bas 


appointed divers Ordinances to be obſervd. in his 
Church; viz. Prayer and Praiſe to be offer dup to 
God; the Word to be preach'd, , and Sacra- 
ments to be adminiſtred. None has power to 
add unto, or take from theſe : Its a bold invaſion of 


his juſt Right and Prerogative to pretend to either. 
2dly, There muſt be an aſſembly of People mee- 
ting together for the publick adminiſtration of theſe 


holy 


7 


* 
* 
lt 
. 
„* ' 


Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſs'd in 


| holy Ordinances. The certain and determi- 


nate Number is no where preſcribꝰ J, but fs ma. 
ny there muſt be, as will make it publick 
Worſhip: ' VVV 

zZzaly, There muſt be ſome proper and convenient 
Places apppinted and agreed upon for ſuch Religious 
Aſſemblies, where they can be had. Places where 
Prayer, (with other partsof Religious Worſhip) 
is wont to be made. I ſhall not interrupt the 
thred of this Diſcourſe, nor raiſe a duſt in our 
Paſſage by difputing, what are the places where 
theſe Ordinances are duely adminiſtred and ought 
to be attended. Some are for worſhipping in 


theſe places, and others ſay, this is the place where 


Men ought to worſhip; and no Worſhip will 
he acceptable in any other. Some have learned 
to condemn all Aſſemblies but their own, and 
every way of Worſhip but what agrees with 


their's. Here I ſhall not interpoſe, but leave i: 
to every Mans Conſcience, where (according to 
the beſt light he can get) he thinks himſelf o- 
_blig'd ordinarily to worſhip God; what the pla- 


ces are where God is ſervd in a way moſt a- 
greeable to the Rules of his Word, where he 
may expect moſt of God's preſence, and has 


found, or may hope to find, the greateſt Ad- 


vantage to himſelf. To proceed. 
4thly, There are particular times and ſcùſon, 
for the holding theſe Religious Aſſemblies. Reaſon 
tells us, if God is to be worſhipped, there 
muſt be a ſet time for it. Theſe Seaſons arc 


either ſtated and fix'd on the day appropriatcd 


to the worſhip of God, or occaſional on ſome 


of our own fix days. Which day of the Week 
is deſignd, and onght to be obſerv'd for This 


ſtated Worſhip, is not agreed among all 35 
. | at 


mi- 


4. 
Ick 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſake it. 

that yet are heartily affected to the worſhip of 
God it ſelf. Some do zealouſly, and with great 
warmth contend, that this is the ſeventh Day of 
the Week; we think ſince our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, the f;rſ# day of the Week to be the Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath ; the commemoration of the Work 
of Redemption, having taken place of thatof Cre- 


ation; but neither ſhall I here enter upon this 


Controverſy, but proceed to obſerve. 


thy. There are certain Perſons, whoſe Work 


a 


and Duty it is, to go before others in theſe holy Ad- 
miniſtrations. Such as do not take this honour _ 
to themſelves, but are really called of God. Who 

they are that have this Authority I liſt not now 


to contend. Some do determine it entirely in 
their own Favour, and have the Charity as well 
as Modeſty to null all Adminittrations beſides 
their own; but it's a ſinall matter with us to be 
judged of Mans Judgment : He that judges us, 


that has a right to do it, and will do it righte- 


_ is the Lord, to whoſe Judgment we ſtand 
or fall. 5 „ 
To return then; This Worſhip, theſe Ordi- 
nances, and Aſſemblies we ſhould reſolve never 


to forſake, but as we have Opportunity, con- 


ſtantly attend upon and thereby expreſs our 


Delight in his Service. 


Duty to God, our Zeal for his Houſe, and our 


zdly. That me will promote as far as in us lies the In- 


tereſts of Religion, and ſpread the Kingdom of Chriſt 
in the World. It argues a meaneſs of Soul, to ſay 
nothing worſe of it, to be ſeeking every Man 
his own things, his own Eaſe and Pleaſure, his 
own Advantage and Reputation in the World : 
and its a narrowreſs of Soul, noways conformable 


to Chriſt's Example, or the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
5 8 to 
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Pſal. 122. Good of all Jeruſalem. Becauſe of the Houſe of 
7. 


Chriſtians next us, and more immediately under 


 Avour of Chriſt's Knowledge the moſt diffuſe- 


Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſsd zn 
to confine that Concern we have for others, 
within the ſcanty Limits of a particular Party of 
Men: this is like ſeeking the Good only of one 
Street in a City, or one Town in a Nation. It 


was David's generous Reſolution, becauſe of the 
Hovſe of God which was there, to ſeek the 


the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good, O Jeruſalem, 
the Good of the whole City, not one particular 
Street only ; and, like him, we ought to be of 
publick Spirits, and ſeek a general Good. Tho 


our Care and within our reach, may be the 
Objects of our more apply'd Endeavours and 
Concern, yet it's not the Good of this or that 
particular Church and Society only, but the 
whole Intereſt of Chriſt as oppoſed to the De- 
vils Kingdom in the World; whoſe Welfare and 
Proſperity we are bound to feek- 

We ſhould carry on generous Deſigns for God, 
ſtudy how we may moſt effectually promote his 
Intereſt in the World, and deſire to ſpread ths 


Jy amongſt Men; Not only reſolve to attend 
the Worſhip of God our ſelves, but give other: 
an opportunity of doing ſo too; and this by pro- 
moting the preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel, 
that glorious Chariot in which the Redeemer is 
carried thro' the World, and by which Salvation 
is brought to Mens Doors. Having ſeen what 
is contained in this Reſolution ; I proceed to 
obſerve from hence. 
Secondly, That it's not only lawful, but may be 
Aſefuland expedient for Chriſtians in Societies to en- 
gage themſelues to God, and the Duties they owe to him 
and one another. This People agreed together as one 
| | Man, 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſaxe u.. 11 
Man, and bound themſelves by a ſolemn Covenant 
which was written, and ſubſcribed, ſeaFd and 
ſmorn to, That they wou'd never forſake the Houſe 
of che Lord their God, but conſtantly attend upon 
the publick Worſhip, and do every thing that 
was neceſſary for its ſupport. Whether a Na- 
tional Covenant for ſuch Purpoſes among Chri- 
ſtians, may be ſupported by this Inſtance, is a 
Queſtion I have no inclination to meddle with; 
nor will I pretend to determine how far this 
may warrant an explicite Covenant in particular 
Churches 3 having no call on this occaſion to 
enter into any ſuch Controverſy. Nor do I ſup- 
poſe the Parallel is to he run fo far, as to make 
it neceſſary from hence, for all Chriſtians to 
enter themſelves into expreſs Covenants that 
muſt be wrote down, ſigned, ſealed, .c#c. and 
lam ſire much leſs am I encouraging any Con- 
federacies with political Views that may be 
dangerous to States and Governments, and give 
any Umbrage to Rulers and Civil Magiſtrates. 
Gur Religion neither reaches nor allows any ſuch 
thing. What I would gather from this Inſtance 
is, That as this People did, Chriſtians may vo- 
luntarily agree together, and engage themſelves 
in particular Societies to carry on a work for 
God in ſuch a way as is warranted by his Word, 
and judg'd by themſelves moſt likely to pro- 
mote ſome valuable End; Suppoſe that of Re- 
forming Mens Lives, Or that of inſtructing 
Children and Youth, Or to encourage the 
preaching of the Goſpel, and an Attendance 
on the Worſhip of God, which laſt is the De- 
ſign of this Society as the two former are of 
{ome others. 1 
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Real for God's Houſe, expreſo'd in 
The lawfulneſs of this, I think, cannot he 
queſtion'd, when we conſider, _- 

The way in which our perſonal Conſent to 
God's Covenant is expreſs'd. Its propheſied hy 


| Tſaiah, That in Goſpel-Times, Converts in 


Iſa, 44. 3. 


great Numbers ſhould reſign themſelves to the 


Lord, incorporate with one another; and this 
In fo ſolemn a manner, that it ſhould be as if 


they ſubſcribed an agreement with their Hand. 
One ſhall ſay I am the Lords, another ſhall call him- 
ſelf by the Name of Jacoh, and another ſhall ſub- 


ſcribe with his Hand to theLord. 

- This further appears from the Nature of 
God's Inſtitutions. Our Baptiſm is a Sacramental 
Oath, or Vow to walk before God in all ho- 


ly Obedience, to be faithful to his Service and 
never forſake it. This Engagement is re- 
new'd in the Lord's Supper, wherein we pub- 


lickly engage to ſtand to our Covenant. Now 
_ if God thought ſuch a Courſe neceſſary for 


us, why may we not upon occaſion, uſe ſome 
of the like Methods to confirm and ſtrengthen 
us in the Work of Obedience? 

Moreover, if the practice of the Saints and 
People of God under the old Teſtament, be any 
direction to us in this Caſe, it is abundantly war- 
ranted from thence ; for we have divers inſtan- 
ces of that nature, all recorded for our Inſtructi- 
on; as, 2 Chron. 15. 12, 13. 2 Chron. 34. 31. 

The Expediency and Advantage of this ĩs the next 
thing to be made out; but this may be very pro- 
perly thrown into the following head. To 
which I proceed; viz. 

Thirdly, To offer Reaſons both for making this 


KReſolution, and obliging our ſelves to make it good. 


* It. Why ſhould we reſolve not to forſake the 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſake it. 
Houſe of our God, but do what we can for the 
ſupport of his Intereſt and Worſhip ; for ſo 
much as has been obſervd, is included in this 
Reſolution. 


Reaſon I. Becauſe it is God's Houſe. Every 


Now its His Houſe we are to frequent, they are 
His Ordinances on which we attend ; Its His 
Word that's preachd and heard; and His Inte- 
tereſt we oblige our ſelves to ſupport. They 
Carry his Image and Superſcription; this gives 
em their worth and value, and is a ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon why we ſhou'd not forſake em. 


thor of our beings and bleſſedneſs; whoſe we are, 
and whom we are bound to ſerve; from whom 


ploy all our Powers and Capacities; its the ſer- 
vice of one we ſhall never have any cauſe to com- 


| whoſe promiſes we are ſure will put no fallacies 
| upon us. Sure the Houſe, the Intereſt and Ser- 
vice of ſuch a God, how much ſoeverdeſpis'd and 
| neglected by others, ſhow'd be dear to us, and 
| deſerves our Attendance. | | 
| This is the greateſt Good upon Earth; for the 


| Chriſt's Blood, and the Concerns of his King- 
| dom, are all embark'd in this bottom; and what 
is ſo dear to God, ſhou'd always lye near the 
Hearts of his People. 5 | 

| This general Reaſon involves many particu- 
lars in it. Since its God's Houſe, we ſhou'd re- 
| folve not to forſake it. Becauſe, 


cies, and deprive our ſelves of the moſt valuable 
OE» EE Bleſling 


thing that's His ſhowd be ſacred and dear to us. 


Its the Houſe of the Eternal God, the Au- 
| we have received, and for whom we ſhowd em 


plain of; whoſe commands put no hardſhips, and 


| Honour of the everbleſſed God, the Effects of 


Firſt, This would be to forſake our own Mer- 


r3 


14 Teal for God's Houſe, expreſsd in 
Bleſſing in the whole World. Should we deſert | 
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the Service of God, and turn aſide to lying Va. 
nities, we ſhould act as contrary to our Intereſt 
as our Duty. This would be to ſtand in our 
own Light, and turn our Back upon our own 
Happineſs. For in God's Houſe, | 
Me are ſire to meet with the trueſt pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction: Its promis'd to thoſe that joyn 
themſclves to the Lord, and ſerve him ; that he 
will bring them into his holy Mountain, and 
male them joyful in his Houſe of Prayer. They that 
came ſorrowing to God's Houſe, ſhall be ſent a- 


way rejoycing to their own; and according to | 
God's Promiſe is the Churches Experience. [ 


fat down under his Shadow with great delight, and 


his Fruit was ſweet to my taſk. David upon this 


Account profeſſes to all the World, That a Day 
in God's Court is beiter to him than a thouſand elſe- 
where; and therefore all his Wiſhes were ſum- 
med up in this one, That he might dwell in the 


| Houſe of the Lord all the Days of his Life, to behold 


the Beauty of the Lord, and enquire in his Holy Tem- 
ple. Such a Pleaſure had he in attending on Pub- 


lick Worſhip. So that to forſake the Houſe of 


God, won'd be to deprive our ſelves of that, 
which to a renewed Mind is the moſt agreeable 
Entertainment in the World. Again, : 

In this Houſe we may expect to find the grea- 
teſt Benefit and Advantage: It's here we may 
promiſeour ſelves ſpiritnal Light, Life, Strength, 
Peace, Comfort and Soul-Refreſhment. Its in 
this Houſe we may hope to have our Doubts 
reſolv'd, our Darkneſs ſcatterd, and Tempta- 
tions moſt effectually vanquiſſd. The Ordinan- 
ces of God's Houſe are intended for oureſtabliſh- 
ment and growth in Grace; to improve us in 
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2 Holy Reſolution not to forſake it. 
Faith, Love and Holineſs; to work us into 
a greater conformity to Gods Image, and give 
us a further meetneſs for his Kingdom. So that 
if we deſert this Houſe, we forſake our own 
Mercies, and are our own greateſt Enemies ; by 
this Courſe its certain we hinder our ſpiritual 
Profit and Ad vantage, loſe many uſeful Inſtru- 
ctions in Matters of Religion; and deprive our 
ſelves of thoſe Exhortations that are needful to 
quicken us in the way of our Duty, to eſtabliſh 
us in Grace, and prepare us for Glory. Once 
more, 1 py 

In this Houſe we may expe& to meet with 
that which will prove the firmeſt and moſt effe- 
ctual ſupport to us, under all the troubles of 
Life, and at the near approach of Death. In our 


| ſecret retirements, we may hope to have com- 
| munion with God; but it's in the Sanctuary, in 
the folemn Aſſembly, we may expect the cleareſt 
| manifeſtations of Him, the brighteſt views of his 
| Glory, the ſweeteſt taſtes of his Love, and the 
| moſt ſenſible experience of his Power; all which 
are delign'd for our comfort and ſupport, whilſt 
ve are pailing thro the World, and when we are 
| parting with it. So that to forſake this Houſe, 
| is to cut our ſelves off from our chief and only 
| ſupport in times of danger and diſtreſs. 


Secondly, To leave this Houſe, is to forſake the 


place which God himſelf hath choſen, and where 
he delights to dwell. The Lord loves the Gates of Pfal. 87, 2. 
Zion, more than all the dwellings of Facob. Con- 

| cerning Zion, the Goſpel Church it's ſaid, God Ph. 182 
| hath choſen it, he hath deſir”'d it for his Habitation: . 

| This is my reſt for ever, here will I dwell for Thave 
dieſird it. So that for us to deſert this Houſe, is 
0 forſake a place where God himſelf delights to 


be, 


FThSs 3 


+ 
WA 4 


1 


7 


16 Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſsd in 

be, where he has promis'd to vouchſafe his Pre: 
ſence; and command his Bleſſing. Than which 
nothing can be more fooliſh, as well as impious: 
for is it not good for us to be near to God? ha, 
He ſaid here will I dwell, and ſhowd not we 
for that reaſon ſay, here will we dwell ? We wil 
never forſake that Houſe which God himſelf has 
defird for his Habitation ; that which he hath 
ſaid ſhall be his Reſt for ever, ſhall be our dwelling 

all the Days of our Lives. 
Thirdly, To forſake this Houſe, is to forſake 
God himſelf: We cannot quit the Inheritance 
of the Lord, but in effect we go and ſerve other 
1 Sact. 26. Gods: If we deſert his Houſe, decline his Wor- 
19. mnip and Ordinances, he interprets it a forſaking 
of himſelf, which is a Sin that expoſes us to the 
reproach of the Heathens themſelves, as being 
more firm to their falſe Gods, then we are to 
the true one: But above all, this 1s what ex- 
poſes us to the ſevereſt reſentments of an offen- 
ded God, and muſt certainly be attended with 
Conſequences fatal to our ſelves. Should we for- 
ſake the Houſe of God, and deſert the Aſſem- 
bliesof his People; whither and to whom ſhall 
we go? To what Houſes will they reſort, that 
have once forſaken God's Houſe ? With what 
Company will they allociate, and in what Aſſem- 
blies may we expect to find thoſe that have re- 
nounc'd the Communion of Saints? When they 
fall off from Chriſt, who can they fall in with but 
Sinners ? Satan's Agents and Emiſſaries gather 
them up, and make an eaſy Prey of them. The 
Devil ſtands ready to ſieze them for his own, 
when ever they wander from Chriſt's Fold. If 
a Man abide not in me, ſays our Saviour, he 18 
caſt forth as 4 Branch and is wither'd, and Men 
FO SY OY WO a. 


Joh. 1 5. 6. 


4 


| thee out of Zion. 


a Holy Reſolution not to forſake it, 

rather them and caſt them into the Fire, and they are 
burned, He is deprived of the ſpecial Favour 
and Protection of God; thrown out of the 


Hearts, the Prayers and Society of his People, 


withers away and comes to nothing in the End: 
his early Goodneſs is but as an early Dew that 
ſon paſſes away; and being left to himſelf, he is 
drawn into the Communion of Sinners, has his 
Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
neſs, and grows worſe and worſe till he runs 
into! open Impieties and.. a ſcandalous Con- 
verſation. This comes of forſaking God's Houſe ! 
This is the End of all Apoſtates! Whoever 


draws back does it at the price of his Soul: his Heb. ro; 


final Apoſtacy will be to his eternal Perdition; 
God has declard in the moſt awful manner, that 
ſuch Men above all others are the abhorrence of 
his Soul, and as this Sin is ſo highly provo- 
king to him, it will be ſure to meet with a Pu- 


niſhment proportionable to its Guilt. | 


; Reaſon II. Becauſe our | own particular Good is 
lodg'd in the publick Intereſt. In ſeeking this we 


| ek our ſelyes. At the ſame time that we diſ- 
charge our Duty, we conſult our Intereſt. All our: 


Comfort and Happineſs flows from the Houſe of 

| God; and therefore for our own ſakes, we ought 

| to ſeek its Welfare. Behold, thus ſha 

| be bleſ#d that ſeareth the Lord; the Lord ſhall bleſs 

Thy pious Concern for his Glo- 

| ry, ſhall be rewarded with Bleſſings that come 

| out of Zion: which are always the beſt Bleſſings, 

| becauſe ſuch as flow from ſpecial Favour, and are 

| not the Effects of a common Providence. Pray P 122-6. 

| for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Bear it up on your 

| Hearts, whenever you are upon your Knees : 

| Sooner let your Tongue cleave to the Roof of 
| D your 


all the Man. 


Pſal. 128. 
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if you; can do nothing elſe yet pray for her; 


the Names of thoſe low ſpirited Creatures that 


ehe great God himſelf, and conforming to the Exam- 


Pfal, 119. Thou art good O Lord and thou doeſt good. To be 


Neal for God's Houſe, expreſs'd in 
your Mouth, and your Right-hand forget her 
Art, than you ſhould not remember Jeruſaler;; 


Pray for her Peace and Purity, her Preſerya- 
tion and Proſperity ; and for 6ur Encourage- 
ment it's promis d, They ſhall proſper that love her, 
and in this manner expreſs their Affection to 
that dear place. A Prayer, tho' but a Prayer 
fent to Heaven on Jeruſalems Errand, ſhall 
come back like Noahs Dove, with an Olive- 
Branch of Peace in its Mouth. No Service 
perform'd to Chriſt, ſhall loſe its Reward. No 
Man ſhall kindle a Fire on God's Altar, or ſhut | 
a Door in his Houſe for naught. We ſhall cer- 
tainly find cur own Advantage, in a conſcienti- 
ous Concern for the Publick Good. Its then 
likely to go well with our own Houſes, when 
due care is taken that it may go well withGod's 
Houſe. Thoſe that honour Him, he will honour, but they 
that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteen'd. The Me- 
mory of thoſe generous Souls that fought a 
pubhck Good ſhall be bleſs'd, and their 
Names had in everlaſting Remembrance: When 


lived for nothing but themſelves, ſhall be utter- 
ly forgotten, or mention d only with contempt 
and diſgrace. 5 


KReaſon III. This ig the nobleſt way of imitating 


ple of his Son our bleſſed Saviour. © 
Its one of the brighteſt Characters of the Di- 
vine Being, that he is good and doth- good; 


like God is our trueſt Glory, and ſhou'd be our 


higheſt Ambition; now whercin-are we more 
RO ons Te 


A 


"a 


with God's Iſrael, and therefore refusd to have 
| that raisd to a Nation, upon the condition of 
| their. being no longer a People. Nehemiah was 


| ed at Jeruſalems low Eſtate, and ventures the 


a Holy ReſoJut Jon 20 TO forſake it. 7 7 
lice him, than in anſwering this Character, 
in being good our ſelves, and doing good 
t others? It was Abraham's glory to be bleſſed 
himſelf, and made a bleſſing to the World. I 


will bleſs thee, and thou ſhalt be & bleſſing. There Gen. 12.2; 


b nothing in which we come nearer to God, 
than this of being a diffuſive Good ; uſeful 
to * World, and publick Bleſſings to Man- 
kind. | | 

Herein alſo we imitate the ſhining Example 
of our bleſſed Saviour, of whom it's written, 


| The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up. His An- Pfal. 69. 9. 


ger at the prophanation of the Temple, roſe up 
to an holy Indignation. His languor of Soul, 


and warm concern for God's Honour, exhau- 
| ſted his Spirits, and dried up his natural Moi- 
ſture. This ſwallow's up all his private Regards 
he forgets hiniſelf, and ſeems to neglect his on 


ſafety, that he might ſecure his Fathers Ho- 
nour: And by our Zeal for Gad's Houſe, wefhew 


the ſame mind to be in us, that was in him. 

| ASoulthat's notconfin'd to himſelf, nor his own 
| privateIntereſts; but Jooks out, and thinks what 
| he may do for God; that has no narrow con- 
| tracted views, hut enlarged Deſires, and unboun- 
| ded Schemes for publick Service, is indeed a 
| God-like Soul: For the ſupreme good is moſt 
| diffuſive of it ſelf; and the more ſpreading our 
| uſefulneſs is, the more we look like God. 


Moſes valued not his own Family, compar'd 


himſelf in an honourable Poſt, but greatly affli- 
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2 Zeal for God's Houſe, expreſod in 


Iſa. 65 


loſs of his Princes Fayour, to ſerve theIntereſtsof 
his dear People. And Heſter generouſly reſolyd 
to folicit for the lives of others, tho' it were at 
the hazard of her own. _ We 
Reaſon IV. This makes Men real Bleſſings to the 
World. However they may be eſteem'd by o- 
thers, they really are the ſtrength and ſecurity 
of a Nation; the ſtay and ſupport of the pub- 
lick Intereſt: They bear up the Pillars of the 
Earth, and keep it from being quite diſſolvd. 
It's for their ſakes, God ſometimes preſerves o- 
thers from thoſe Judgments which their crying 


Sins wou'd otherwiſe pull down upon their guil- | 


ty Heads. Sodom had been preſervd for the ſake 
of ten Righteous Perſons, could ſo many have 
been Bund in the place. NE 

A Number of ſerious Perſons, that are them- 
ſelves truly Religions, and have the Intereſtsof Re- 


ligion at Heart, that are filbd with Zeal for God 


and his Houſe, and are a praying Generation; 
'Thatcan and do wreſtle with God tor his People, 
thatgive him no reſt Day nor Night, till he eſta- 
bliſh Jeruſalem: Theſe are really the ſupport of a 
State, and ſave things from running to decay 
and ruin. Others call them the Troublers of 
_ the Land, and like Haman can't enjoy them- 
ſelves, unleſs they are rooted out of the Earth; 
but they are really the Chariots of Iſrael, aud 
Horſemen thereof. The Holy Seed is the Subſtance 
thereof, and the Innocent delivers the Iſland. Good 
Men are a publick good, and others fare the bet- 
ter for them, whether they are aware of it, and 
8. will acknowledg it or no. As new Vine is in the 
| Cluſter, and one ſaith deſtroy it not, a Bleſſing is in 
it: So will I do for my Servants ſake, that I ma 
not deſtroy them all; he ſpares the reſt for the ſake 


of 
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of his Servants, the Righteous ones among them. 
Many of theſe may have no opportunity of ſer- 
ying their Country in a publick Capacity; Their 
Circumſtances are too narrow to admit it; or 
they are unskilful in Affairs of this Nature, and 
deſtitute of that worldly Wiſdom and Policy 
which is neceſſary for Perſons intruſted with the 
management of publick Affairs: Or they may 


be laid under an incapacity by the Laws of the 


Land, and ſingled out from the reſt of their Fel- 
low-Subjects as not fit to be truſted by thoſe in 
power; but ſtill in a private Capacity, and eſ- 


pecially when joyn'd with others, they may car- 
ry on noble and uſeful deſigns for God, and may 
| be of great Service to their Country. And it is 
| uſually a ſign of Mercy to a People, when God 
| opens and enlarges the Hearts of others, and 


ſtirs up any Number of Perſons to form Societies 


for ſpreading uſeful Knowledge, and to promote 
| Reformation and ſerious Godlineſs. ITS 


| Reaſon V. This will be our Rejoycing aud Com- 


| fort another Day. We ſhall never have cauſe to 
E repent of any Service we do for Chriſt and his 
| Intereſt in the World: It will be no grief of 

| Heart to us hereafter, to have employ'd thoſe 
| Powers and Capacities in the Service of Religi- 
on, which others have laviſh'd away upon things 
| periſhing in cher:ſelves, and deſtructive to their 
| owners. Nehemiah reflected with a great deal of. 
| Comfort and Satisfaction, upon what he had 
| done for the Houſe of his God: It pleas d him 
| to think he had been any way inſtrumental to 


revive and ſupport Religion in his Countrey, 


and he humbly appeals to God concerning the 
| honeſty of his intention in all he had done: Re- 


member me O my God for this ! 


* 


Tal for God's Honſe, expreſsd in 
How uneaſy muſt the Reflections of an a: 
waken'd Conſcience be hereafter, in thoſe that 
all their Days have done nothing for God ? that 
ſought only Themſelves, their own Eaſe, Plea- 
{ure and Advantage; Spent all their Time, and 
Care, and Thoughts for the advancement of 
their own Intereſt; that loyed none, and lived 
to none but themſelves : And on the other hand, 
wich what Comfort may we refle& upon a Life 
laid out for God, and Talents employ'd in his 
Service ? How comfortable then to have the Te- 
ſtimony of our Conſciencęs, and to be able to ſay, 
*I have not been like an empty Vine, nor lived 
an unprofitable Burthen on the Earth; God's 
Service hath been my Work, and his Glory my 
End, I have finiſh'd my Courſe and ſery'd my 
Generation; whatever came upon me, yet! 
c have not forgotten God, nor dealt falſly in his Co- 
d nt This will cauſe the Face to ſhine, and 
Bo abi, Re 
Only when we have done all this, we muſt ac- 
knowledge we are but unprofitable Servants, 
and ſhall ſee need to pray as Nehemiah did, Re- 
member me O my God, for this alſo, and ſpare me 
according to the greatneſs of thy Mercy. It 1s not 
for us to ſpeak of our good Deeds in a way of 
Pride and Boaſting 3; much leſs are we to depend 
Þ a them as our Righteouſneſs before God, as 
if what we had done, merited a Reward at his 
hands; for our beſt Actions need ſparing Mercy, 
Secondly, I come to offer Reaſons for obliging 
our ſelves to this Duty, and agreeing together, 
to encourage and attend the worſhip of God. 
Reaſon I. Such Engagements are neceſſary 
becauſe of the deceitfulneſs and inconſtancy of our 
Hearts, The Holy Ghoſt tells us, and our own 
„„ Experi- 


$$ — RJ SS. 
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| Experience fadly witneſſes to the Truth of it, 


Thar the Heart of Man is deceitful above all things, 
Nc. There is that Wickedneſs in our Hearts, 
which we do not ſuſpect, and are not aware of. 
And this never appears ſo much as in an Hour 
of Temptation ; then their Deceitfulneſs ſhews 
it ſelf, and their corrupt Diſpoſitions break 
forth. We are then turn'd aſide like a deceitful 
Bow, Which promis'd fair, and ſeem'd likely to 
ſend the Arrow to the Mark, but when drawn, 


breaks, and drops it at the Archers Foot. 


There's no depending on their Promiſes and 
Profeſſions : This being the Caſe, ſure no Man 


that's honeſt will ſtartle at Engagements, nor 


wilt he that conſiders this ficklenefs and inſtabi- 
lity of his own Heart, think them needleſs. A 
lincere Soulreckons he never can be bound faſt e- 
nough, and therefore deſires to put himſelf under 
the ſtricteſt Ties and the moſt ſacred Engagements 


to God; yea, and finds all little enough, indeed, 


jor little without the ſpecial Aid of Divine 


| Grace to keep him ſtedfaſt. 


Reaſon II. Such Engagements will help to fix us 


| more firmly in the Intereſts of Religion, and make us 
| more ſucceſsful in reſiſting all Temptations to Apo- 
| ftacy. There are thoſe Difficulties and Diſcou- 
| ragements ariſing in the courſe of ourOhedience, 
| which tend not only to hinder our Progreſs in 
| it, but wholly to divert us from it, and prevail 
upon us to turn back, and walk no more there- 
m. Athouſand things ſtart up and tell us, there's 
| 2 Lion in the way, if you go forward you wilt 
de ſlain therefore never think of making 
| any further Progreſs, it will but expoſe you to 
| danger, you run the hazard of your Reputation, your 
| Hit ereſt, and it may be your very Lives. Spare your 


ſelves, 
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ſekves, and retreat while you may : Now that we 
may be the better fortified againſt theſe Suge. 
ſtions, and put by the force of ſuck Aſſaults, it 
will be very proper to bind our ſelves to the 


Lord and one another; Then ſhall we have to 


anſwer him that would thus ſeduce us from our 
Duty, I have lift up my Hand to the moſt 

high God, and cannot go back; we are under 
© Covenant Engagements to the Lord; we haye 
© ſworn that we will keep God's Judgments, 


and will never go contrary to the Oath we 


have taken, but muſt and will perform it. 1 
© cannot go back without contracting the utmoſt 
© guilt upon my own Soul, and ſhall certainly in- 
< cur the higheſt Diſpleaſure of that God who 


will revenge the Quarrel of his Covenant; tor 


© he that deſerts a Service is ſure to meet with 


© Puniſhment which he eſcapes that was ne- 


© ver liſted into it. - How then can. I do this 
© Wickedneſs and Sin againſt the moſt ſacred 
© Vows and Engagements ? 1 cannot, I will not 
©. doit, Get thee behind me Satan. 
Reaſon III. Becauſe hereby we are rendred more 
capable of ſerving the Intereſts of Religion. A Force 
when united becomes the ſtronger. They. thatare 
ready to call themſelves dry Trees, from whom 
little or no Fruit can be expected; that complain 


they ate but Cyphers in the World, and make no 


Figure among their Neighbours; all that they can 


do is very inconſiderable, and ſtands for next to 


nothing. Theſe indeed taken alone, and conſi- 


der'din a ſingle Capacity can do very little; yet 


when joyn d with others, and form'd into regular 
Societies, may be of ſingular Service in promoting, 
the Intereſt of Religion, and united into one 

OO collective 
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calletive Body, may carry on ſome excellent 
and very uſeful deſigns in the World. The 
joynt Concurrence of many, gives a great ad- 
vantage to ſuch a deſign, and a better Proſpect 
of Succeſs. To conclude this Argument. 
We may learn ſuch a Practice from other Socie- 
ties, formed to promote very different Ends: Some 
lor the Encouragement of Trade, which no Bo- 
dy looks upon with an evil Eye, and if prudent- 
' iy managd, may anſwer ſome good purpoſes: 
There are others, for propagating the Goſpel a- 
broad; and why may there not be ſome alſo for 
promoting Religion at home ? 


Wicked Men very frequently act in Bands 
and Troops for the Service of their Head and 


prince: We read of ſome that boaſted they had 
made a Covenant with Death, and were at an 
Agreement with Hell. It has been ſaid (for 
my own part I know nothing of it but by re- 
port) that young Men in ſeveral Parts of this 


City, have form'd themſelves into little Cabals, 


for the ſtrengthening one anothers Hands in 
Wickedneſs ; and ſhall none of the ſame Age 
form themſelves into Societies for promoting 
Religion? Others, we are told have their pri- 
vate Clubs and Meetings, on purpoſe to propo- 
gate Notions that undermine Religion, and are 
ſubverſive of Chriſtianity ; and ſhall it bea Crime 
to have Meetings whofedelign it is to ſupport and 
defend the Truths of the Goſpel? Weknow that 
a certain number of Jews more than forty, ban- 
ded together, and bound themſelycs under a 
Curſe, neither to Eat nor Drink till they had 
killed Paul; an innocent Perſon, that never did 
| them any harm. And in our own time, had we 
not a Conſpiracy form'd by. ſome of the worſt of 
% Men, 


25 


26 Teal for God's Houſe, enpreſi'd in 
Men, againſt the Lifeof one of the beſt of Kings? 

Pretty near ſuch a Number, and much ſuch a ſet 
of Men, (perfectly loſt to all ſenſe of Humanity 
and Honour,) banded together, (as they did) in a 
league, to Murther the late King William, in 
the barbarous and cowardly way of Aſſaſſinati- 
on. But the wakeful Providence of God, diſco- 
ver'd their black deſign, and preſer vd that pre- 
_ ciows Life, to procure for us, that, for which 
ſome will never forgive him, and we ought nes 
ver to forget him ; but bleſs his Memory, which 
they for this very reaſon, ſo like themſelves, 
curſe upon all occaſions. You will eaſily under- 
ſtand I mean by this, the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in the Houſe of our preſent Sovereign King 
George, whoſe Birth-Day you have made choice 
of for this Annual Meeting, and we obſerve with 
JJ 8 

Theſe made a Vow the Bond of their Iniqui- 
ty, and is it not lawful in fome Caſes to learn 
of an Enemy? Shall not their Zeal for the De- 
vil's Intereſt, provoke ours for God's Houſe ? 
Shall there be Societies for perpetrating the moſt 
horrid Villanies, and to encourage the worſt of 
Evils; and ſhall not Religious Perſons act in 
concert for God, and form deſigns for the Re- 
deemers Service, and the Salvation of thoſe Souls 
That are the price of his Blood ? 


I have now done with the Words themſelves, 


and ſhall in a few things apply my ſelf to you of 
this Society, whoſe Names are ſubſcribed to this 
Religious, and I hope uſeful Undertaking; 

| Yours is the only Society (that I know ) of this 
kind among us; You have voluntarily engag'd to 

attend the publick Worſhip early on the Lords- 
Day Mornings your ſelves, and to give others 


all 
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an Opportunity of doing ſo too; that the Sab- 
bath might be ſanctify'd in the beginning of it 
by a Morning Lecture, as well as towards its 


cloſe by Evening Lectures. 


I perſwade my ſelf this proceeds from a true 
well guided Zeal for.God ; that this put you up- 
on beginning, and ſtill excites you to continue 
this Morning Exerciſe. May you ſee ſome good 
Fruit of ſuch deſigns for God and Souls, to your 
abundant Comfort and Joy. 55 


For which end allow me to be your Remem- 


brancer in a few things. 
Firſt, See that your Aims and Views herein are 


| ſincere. Be carful not to interweave any carnal 


Counſels and ſelfiſh Projects of your own into 
this deſign. Do nothing herein for the applauſe 
of Men, and to be taken notice of by others, or 
meerly to ſerye a Party. Baniſh theſe things at the 


utmoſt diſtance from your Society. Let your Con- 
iciences bear you witneſs that your aims are 


purely at God's Glory, and a publick Good. 
That the Society is calculated for the ad vance- 


ment of Religion in general, and not to ſerve 
the Intereſts of any one particular party of Men. 


Secondly, Be your ſelves Religions : Really and 
Exemplarily fo. Do nothing I beſeech you un- 
worthy your Society; give others no occaſion to 
reproach you with the want of Religion your 
ſelves, who ſet up for the promoting of it in 0- 


thers: But be Examples of that Religion you are 


deſirous to encourage. Manage all with ſuch 
Prudence, that your own private Affairs may in 
nothing ſuffer hereby; nor your Zeal for this 
publick Exerciſe be reproach'd with a neglect 
of Family Duties. In a Word, let no Root of 


an 


Bitterneſs ſpring up to trouble and defile you, 


E 2 


* 
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and tempt others to think and ſpeak ill both of 
you and your deſign. Wk 
* Thirdly, Be true to your + pr make 
good this Reſolution not to forſake the Houſe of 

the Lord your God. I do not mean by this, that 
you are ſo tied up to any particular Society, that 
you may not be at liberty to withdraw where 
there's a juſtifiable Occaſion ; Circumſtances may 
vary, and render it inconvenicnt and improper 
for us to continue therein any longer. But our 

Covenant Engagements with God, can never be 
diſpensd with, having bound our felves to the 


Lord we muſt never go back. As to this, it 


ſhould be our fix'd reſohition, that we will never 
forſake the Houſe of our God. : 

And as to any particular deſign we are en- 

gag d in, for the ſervice of Religion, we ſhould 

not eaſily and ſlightly drop it. Reſolve not to 

* Thro' Sloth and Tdleneſs. This loſes ſome 

the former part, eſpecially of the Lord's-Days 

Worſhip ; they cannot break thro? ſome incon- 

vemences from the Way or Weather, nor pre- 

Vail with themſelves to leave their Beds ſoon e- 

nough, to attend the Morning Worſhip. They 

cry out, yet a little Sleep, a little Slumber and 

folding the Hands to Sleep. But let us reſolve 

to ſhake off this Sloth, and not prefer our own 

Eaſe and Pleaſure to the Worſhip of God. Nor 

' Thro' fear of Trouble, and to avoid the Try- 

als we may be exyos'd to, for our firm adherence to 

Chriſt and his Ways. It was the Pſalmiſt's com- 

Pfal. 69.7, Plaint; For thy ſake I have born Reproach, 

9 Shame hath cover d my Face, for the Zeal of thy 


Ver. 8, Cenſure and condemn me, I am become a Stranger 
. 5 to 


Houſe hath eaten me up. My Friends are apt to 
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of % my Brethren, and an Alien to my Mothers Chil- 
den. They think me more zealous and forward 
then I need to be, and inſtead of commending 
my Devotion, and recommending of it as an 
| Example of Piety to others, they weaken my 
Hands, and endeayour to diſcourage me in it. 
As for my Enemies they are ſure to reproach 
me, they hate me, and for my Zeal to thy 
| Houſe are ready to eat me up, and wor'd de- 
| your me. But it ſhould be our fix d reſolution 
not to forſake the Houſe of our God, notwith- 
ſtanding all the diſcouragements we meet with, 
| either from Friends or Enemies; tho? ſome 
| ſhould be ready to cenſure and condemn us, tho? 
| others revile and ſpeak contemptibly of us, and 
| our way of Worſhip, and we ſhonld be expos'd 
to the ſcorn of Fools, yea, not only laugh at, 
| but perſecuted, for our firm adhering to the 
| pure Worſhip of God. „ 
| Nor thro' Pride and Conceit, This carries 
ſome off from publick Aſſembles. iz. A pretence 
that they know as much already, as others can 
| tell them, and it's but a loſs of time to be ſtill 
| hearing the ſame things over again : They can 
| improve it to as much advantage by reading 
their Bible, or ſome good Books at home. But 
| this is the high Road to Apoſtacy, and its no 
| wonder if ſuch a Principle iſſue in an utter re- 
| nounciation of all Religion. The Pſalmiſt long'd 
| for God's Sanctuary, tho, it was to ſee the Pow- 
er and Glory of God, as he had ſeen it. We muſt pfl. 53. 2, 
not expect a new Goſpel, another Revelation; but 5 
we may hope in publick Ordinances to have the 
Same made more clear and intelligible, more | 
powerful and effectual; for God loves the Gates 
of Zion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob ; | 
an 


30 Real for God's Houſe, expreſsd in | 
and has promis d wherever Chriſtians aregatherg ſeſt z;t 
together in the Redeemers Name, he will in a ſWwonde! 
peculiar manner be preſent with them to bleg {MScrmon 
them. 7 | 8 grown. 
Nor thro” Covetouſneſs and for worldly Advantage, Templ 
Tim. 3. It was from hence that Demas forſook Paul and FW Scorne 
went to Theſſalonica, that being the likelieſt Place Sucl 
to ſerve the turn of a Man who loved the Mare gre 
preſent World; for there was an Idols Temple, ¶ dinanc 
where ſome think he became a Prieſt, or this was I tratio 
a noble Empory, where others think he became N of Go: 
a Merchant. Be that how it will, the love of this Nat all 
World was that which cauſed him to forſake hi; force 
Religion. But let us be faithful to our Engage- Morn 
ments, and never forſake the Houſe of our God; {Wand t 
either for fear of lofs, or from the hopes and Proſpect I ment. 
of Gain: Thro' Cowardiſe to avoid Trouble, or that | 
Covetouſneſs to attend our Farm and Merchan. IM ncy1n 
dize. If we are of the Pſalmiſts Mind, a Day in God: 
Courts will be hetter to us than a thouſand elſewhere, 
and we ſhall chuſe to be Door-keepers in his Houſe, creat 
rather than to dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs, and MW of Gt 
there in be raisd to the higheſt Preferments. in th 
Nor thro? Prejudice and Diſcontent, Perſonal ¶ lot 
Quarrels and party Strifes have driven ſome not 
from the Houſe of their God. Suppos'd, or (if WF N 
real) yet ſlight Offences have given them a diſ- The 
guſt, and caus'd *em in a pet to forſake their bub 
Place and Duty. But my Brethren, this ought at! 
not to be. Becauſe one has offended me, ſhall fro 
J therefore Sin againſt God? If another has not tra- 
done his Duty, muſt I therefore neglect mine? | ces. 
Nor thro? Prophaneneſs and Irreligion; ſo too the 
many have done. Their former Zeal for God's tha 
Houſe, is now become the matter of their own | wt 
5 leſt; 
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eſt ; they laugh at all their paſt Devotion; and 
wonder they ſhould be fo filly as to run after 
Sermons, Cc. and being (as they imagine) 
grown wiſer, they have left their Seat in the. 
Temple, to place themſelves in that of the 
Scorner. | | | IST Os, 
Such is the Prophaneneſs of many, that they 
ire grown to an utter Contempt of Goſpel Or- | 
dinances, and the Day ſet apart for the Admini- | 
{tration of them. The Commands and Promiſes 
of God are of equal weight with *em, z. e. none 
at all: for notwithſtanding all he has ſaid to en- 
force the ſtrict obſervation of his Holy-day ; the 
Mornings of it are loſt with many in their Beds, 
and the Afternoon in Company and Entertain- 
| ment. Others ſpend it in the Fields, and make 
| that the Day for their walking abroad or jour- 
neying, and viſiting ; aud their Hearts are, fo 
| eſtranged from the publick Worſhip, that they 
prefer their Luſts, their Pleaſures and ſinful Re- 
| creations, to all the Privileges and Advantages 
of God's Houſe. But all this will be bitterneſs 
in the End; and therefore, Oh my Soul, come 
not thou into their Secret, mine Honour, be 
not thou united to their Aſſemb x. 
Nor for want of a preſent ſenſible Advantage. 
| Their not profiting by a long Attendance on 
| publick e has tempted ſome to think 
at leaſt, of quitting their place in God's Houſe; 
from an imagination that there's leſs Guilt con- 
| tracted by a total Abſence from holy Ordinan- 
ces, than ſuch an unprofitable Attendance on 
them. But this perſwaſion comes not of him 
that calls you ; the Hand of Satan is in all this, 
whom you ought ſtedfaſtly to reſiſt. 
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others ;.a thing that too often happens. Some 


Inſtatices of thoſe that once ſhew'd a great Zeal 


edneſs and Impiety; and have; at laſt, grown 


length. And is this to be wonder dat !- Does 


no more with him? They that run after him 


Laſtly, Not thro the Apoſtacy and Defect ion of 


Perſons Goodnefs, is like a morning Cloud andan 
early Dew that ſoon paſſes away. We have {ad 


for Religion, and were very forward Promoters 
of ſuch Lectures and Societies, but afterward 
broke thro? all the Reſtraints of their former 
Engagements into the utmoſt height of Wick- 


worſe than many others that never went their 


it ſirpriſe us? Should it offend us? Did not 
many of our Lord's Diſciples go back, and walk 


wherever he went; follow'd him from place to 
place with abundance of Zeal, now turn - theit 
Backs upon him, and will no longer attend upon 
his Miniſtry; and did this Defection of others 
make the Diſciples think the worſe of-him or his 


Service? judge by their anſwer fo that Queſti- 
on, Will ye alſo go away ? Lord, Whither ſhould 


we go? Thou haft the Words of Eternal Life. They 
rejet the Thought with the utmoſt Indignati- 
on, and are the more determin'd for Chriſt 


themſelves, when they ſee others ſit {o looſe to 


him. Thus ſhould we reſolve to ſtand by our 
Engagements to God and one another, what- 
ever others do, tho” they have or ſhould  forſake 


the Houſe of God, yet will not we, Their Ex- 
ample ſhall never influence us ſo far as to diſ- 
courage us, much leſs turn us aſide from the 
way of our Duty, but rather excite us to a grea- 


ter Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith, and Zeal in fre- 
quenting the Houſe of God. Whatever others 
o, let us reſolve we will ſerye the Lord. F 
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And to aſſiſt you herein 1 ſhall leave with 

yon the following Directions. 1 

Dir I. Ack all you do, from a principle of Love to 
God and his Worſhip. The Love of God's Houſe 
ſhould be at the bottom of all our Endeavours 
for its Proſperity. It's this facilitates Duty,; 

| makes that Hearty, and 2c Conſtant in its Per- 

formance. It's this that commends all our Ser- 

vices to God. The laying down our Lives in 

Martyrdom toconfirm the Truthzand the giving 

| our Eſtates in Charity to feed the Poor, woul 

all be nothing without it. And as this makes 

| the Duty it elf hearty, fo will it make 

us conſtant in it. The more Love, ever the 

| more Activity. All the ſtrength of the Mind 

and powers of Nature wait upon Love; they 

| contrive and caft about for the Good of the 

Object beloved. * 2 

| If there be a ſincere Affection to the Houſe of 

| God, wie ſhall think no Pains or Colt too much 

to beſtow upon it. Lord, faith David, I have g. 

| loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, and the place Fig. 26.84 

| where thine Honour dwells. Therefore I was glad 

when they ſaid unto me, let ws go into the Nr of 

| the Lord. I love to be in that dear place, anc am 

pleas d when others call upon me to repair to it. 

And becauſe of his love to it, This, ſays he, is the 

one thing ] have deſired of the Lord, which alſo IPaal. 27. 4. 

| will ſcek after, that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 

| Lord all rhe Days of my Life, to behold the Beauty of 

| the Lord, and enquire in his holy Temple. 

| And again, becauſe I have ſer my Affection to 

| the Houſt of my God, therefore have I given of; chron, 

| my own proper Goods, ſuch large Summs to- 2g. 3. 

| wards the building of ir. He did not perform 

| . * this 
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or Phariſees gave Alms; the former to make 
Atonement for their Sins, and as a commutation 


of Saints, and a delight in the Ordinances of 

Divine 5 we ſhall never grow weary of 
0 

Worſhip and Ordinanees ariſing in our Hearts. Total 


- -Apoſtacies uſually take their riſe from hence: An 


lies at the bottom of allour Declenſions and Apo- 


Zeal for God's Honſe, expreſs d in 


this Service as Papiſts afterwards built Churches, 


for Pennance; the latter for vain Applauſe, to 
to be ſeen and admir d of Men; No, but becauſe 
he had ſet his Affection to it. From all which 
it appea's, how neceſſary this Principle is to 
make ys ſteady in our Reſolutions, not to for- 
fake the Houle of our God. If there be a 
fincere affection. to this Houſe, if we love the 
Worſhip, Service and Ordinances of Chriſt; if 
we love Sabbaths; if we love Prayer and the W © 
Word; if we take a Pleaſure in the Communion WW 5 


God's Service, ſo as to forſake his Houſe. And 
the want of this Principle is one great Cauſe of 
all our Declenſions and Backſlidings from God. 

. This being ſecur'd we ſhou'd then, 
Dir. II. Watch againſt any ſecret diſlike of God's 


Indifferency and Coldneſs towards our ſpiritual 
Priviledges, grows by degrees to a downright 
contempt and neglect of them : Therefore ſtop 
this in its beginning; meet with ſuch a Diſtem- 
per when it firſt ſeizes you, ſuſpect every thing 
that ſo much as tends to a forſaking the Houſe 
of your God. 
Dir. III. Be concern d to find a real Advantage to 
your own Souls, by your attendance on divine Inſtitu- 
tions. The want of this is another thing that 


ſtacies: When we reſt ina form of Godlineſs, and 


ſatisfy our ſelves with meer External Performances, 
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heing at the ſame time ſtrangers to the Life 
and Powerof Religion: The Exerciſes thereof will 
become burthenſome; and as ſuch are like to bediſ- 
carded at laſt. Without this, the moſt ſolemn En- 
gagements are no more able to hold us, than the 

o Puliſtines Cords were to bind Sampſon. We ſhall in 
for. W time grow weary of the Service, reckon it a Task 
Ye 2 Fand a Burthen, which we ſhall be ſtill ſeeking an op- 
portunity to get rid of, eſpecially in an Hour of 


the W theſe Attendances, we taſt and ſee that God is 

tion WM gracious ; If we bebold his Glory, and feel his Power; 
of If we have an Experimental Knowledge of Com- 
7 of nunion with him therein, we ſhall be ſecurd a- 
And gainſt all Temptations to forſake his Houſe. 
> of Dir. IV. See to it, that your Hearts be not ab- 

d. ent from God's Houſe, when your Bodies are 
preſent there. The great thing that God looks 


os Nat, is the Heart; and if this be remov'd from 
tal him, we forſake the very places which we daily 
An frequent. 1/-ael of old worſhipped God, they 
nal did not neglect his Ordinances ; but went at 
ht ſtated times intothe Temple to pray. This People, Mat. 15. 
op i ſays God, draw nigh to me with their Mouths, and 7, 
m- lmour me with their Lips, but then the complaint 
ng is, their Hearts are removd far from me. We 
fs may run thro many Years of Profeſſion, of Pray- 
ers and Sermons, Sacraments and Sabbaths ; and 
% in the worſt ſenſe, all this while be ſaid to for- 
2. fake the Houſe of our God: For in his account 
at (ho ſees not as Man fees) we are, where our 
Hearts are: God may be near in our Mouths, . 
debut far from our Reins. It concerns us there- 
„ {| fore to take a particular Care, that our Minds 
os | be not abſent, and our Hearts at a diſtance from . 


| God, when to appearance we are drawing nigh 
3 | F 2 ta 


z if Temptation: Whereas if in this Houſe, and in 
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ration of Chriſt the Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion. This is the Apoſtles own dixecti- 


Heb. 31. 


of the heavenly Calling, conſider the Apoſtle and high 


Coming is at Hand, when he will graciouſly re- 


Alve you an aſſured Viftory in the End- 
It's the obſervation of one upon this Place, 


and what he is to you; think of him as your A- 


* He bimſelf is ſo; ſince they have no Beauty 


Zeal for God's Hauſe, expreſs d iu 
to him; for otherwiſe, we really forſake the 
Aſſemblies, we would be thought to attend. 
Dir. V. Exerciſe your ſelues in 4. due conſide. 


on, When he is exhorting the believing Hebrems to 
a Conſtancy and Perſeverance in the Profeſſion 
of their Faith, Wherefore holy Brethren, partakers 


Prieſt of our Profeſſiun, Chriſt Jeſus : Be much in 
the contemplation of the Perſon, Office and 
Work of Chriſt ; conſider what he is in himſelf, 


Poſtle and high Prieſt, as your Pattern and Ex- 
ample, as your Head and Judge : Remember 
him that did and ſufferd ſo much becauſe of his 
Zeal for God's Houſe. Conſider the Day of his 


ward thoſe that faithfully fexv'd him; and as ſe- 
verely puniſh them that deſpiſ&'d his Perſon, and 
neglected his Worſhip. This will keep you from 
ainting and growing weary in your Minds, and 


whoſe thoughts in theſe things I own go a great 
way with me, That the want of this Conſidera- 
tion of the Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our Profeſſton, 
As the great Reaſon fo many fall off from the 
ITruths and Ways of the Goſpel. By the neg- 
© Ject of this, they loſe the great means of their 
* Preſervation. It's no wonder, that the Ways 
aud Ordinances of Chriſt are neglected, when 


hy nor Excellenc/ in them, but What ariſes from 
* their Relation to his Perſon and Offces; and 
mhen cheſe are not underſtood, hen muſt needs 


FD - © became 
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the become burthenſome and unpleaſant. If we 
. [WF fearch into the Root of Soul-Diſtempers, and 
de. enquire whence it is, that we find a ſecret di- 
our flike. of the Ways and Ordinances of Chrift ; 
i. at leaſt not that delight in em as formerly, we 


* ſhall find onr Hearts and Spirits have not been 
and Office of Chriſt, they ought to have been. 


Faith, 


Aſſiſtance; the Bleſſing of God for your Suc- 
ceſs, and the Blood of Chriſt for your Accep- 
„ | | 


alvis'd, thorough and abſolute : But then with 
a deep ſenſe of our own inſufficiency, diſclaiming 
all Confidence in our own Strength, and de- 
pending entirely on the Aid and Aſſiſtance of 
the bleſſed Spirit; for if he forſake us, the moſt 


ace, ¶ folemn Engagements will certainly come to no- ; 
reat thing. - J 
ra- The Bleſſing of God is that alſo which we muſt 
ſon, ¶ depend upon for our Succeſs, in all we do of this 


the Nature; For except the Lord bald the Houſe, they 


labour in vain that build it. You have in this Ex- 
erciſe One to Plant, and Another to Water, but 
ays WW tho! theſe were a Paul or an Apollos, it's all they 
could do, this is the furtheſt they can go, its 
God muſt give the increaſe ; and his Bleſling a- 
om lone that perfects the Work. To conclude, . 

Let all be done with a dependance upon the 
Redeemer's Righteouſneſs for our Acceptance. 


© exercisd with that conſideration of the Perfon 
And therefore I do recommend to you this Di» | 
rection of the Apoſtle, as the moſt effectual 
means to keep us ſtedfaft in the Profeſſion of our 


Laſtly, Reſolve and attempt all in Religion, - 
with adependance upon the Spirit's aid for your 


Our Reſolutions for God muſt be ſerious and 


We 


37 


Teal for God's Houſe, expreſs'd in 
We ſhall ſee cauſe to acknowledge even when we 
have done our beſt, that we are but unprofitable Ser- 
vants, and need a better Obedience than our own 
to recommend us to the Acceptance of God. Our 
deceitful Hearts will break thro the ſtrongeſt 
Engagements; and our impure mixtures, pollute 
the holieſt Duties: Its therefore the Spirit's Help 
that muſt make us faithful, and the Son's Media- 
tion alone that can render us accepted. With- 
out his Spirit we can do nothing, and even that 
which is perform d in his Strength, muſt be per- 
fum' d with his Incenſe, or it will never comg up 

before God with Acceptance. — 
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